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Categories of Land in Bhutan

Chuzhing (irrigated paddy field), Kamzhing (dry land), Cash crop land, Residential
land, Industrial land, Commercial land, Recreational land and Institutional land
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Broad categories of registered landowners

Crown Property, Individual person, Family land, Joint owners, Government:
institution, Gerab Dratshang, Religious institutions, Civil society organizations,
Corporations and community land for social and religious purposes.
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Land Right

Land belonging to an individual person has his/her sole rights over the land.
Joint ownership entails equal land rights to every co-owner.
Members of same household have equal right over family land.
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Land owned by an individual can be sold, inherited, gifted/donated and swapped with
other private registered land.
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Rural Land transaction

Rural Land transaction is processed through Dzongkhag Land Sector upon completing
various legal and cadastral formalities. It’s finally reviewed and completed by Rural
Land Division in the NLC.
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Urban land transaction

Land and flat transaction in urban area is facilitated by Urban Land Division
under NLC through respective thromdes upon completing required procedure.
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Chuzhing to khimsa conversion

The land act 2007 permit the conversion of chuzing to khimsa yet in the view of
massive loss of chuzhing to other purposes, the NLC intervend to conserve the chuzing
upon case by case scrutiny.
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Private Land acquisition and Compensation

According to the Land Act 2007 and Land Acquisition and Compensation Rules
and Regulations 2022, Government Institutions and Gerab Dratshang shall
acquire private registered land in the public interest. The private registered land
acquisition shall entail a fair compensation.
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Private Land exchange with State land

The land act 2007 and Land Exchange Rules & Regulations 2022 have provision to
swap private registered land with state land to address issues resulting from the
damage of private registered land by natural calamities and those falling within critical
watershed areas.
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State Land Lease

Most of the Bhutan’s limited arable land have already been occupied and the remaining
few are also being extensively demanded for various project, corporate sector and
individuals to commercialize in order to boost the local economy. The NLCS believed
leasing of state as an alternative to uplift the socio-economic status of the nation.
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